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DEVIZES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Year  1951. 


iMr.  Chairman,  Madam  and,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  District  for  the 
year  1951. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  H.  WAYLEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Browfort,  Devizes. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres — 63,515. 

Population  as  Estimated  by  Registrar-General — 16,380. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 3,729. 

Rateable  Value — _^67,4o8. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate — ;^285  13s.  od. 

Children  aged  0-4  years — 1,089. 

Children  aged  5-14  years — 2,123. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Live  Births  ... 

Ill 

106 

217 

Legitimate 

105 

97 

202 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

9 

15 

Stillbirths 

6 

4 

10 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Live  Birth  Rate 

13-25 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15-  5 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

156 

Crude  Death  Rate 

9-52 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

12.  5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

.5 

2 

7 

Legitimate 

5 

— 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Deaths  as  Result  of  Pregnancy  and  Child 

Birth 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and 

Nil 

Wales 

0.79 

2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1 . 

As  Returned  by  Registrar  General, 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

1951. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2. 

T uberulosis— Other 

— 

I 

I 

3- 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

4- 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 



5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 



8. 

Measles 

— 

I 

I 

9- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

I 

I 

2 

lO. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach  ... 

3 

2 

5 

II. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

2 

— • 

2 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast 

— ■ 

4 

4 

13- 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  ... 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  Maligirant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

7 

8 

15 

15- 

Leuksemia  and  Aleuksemia 

— 

— 



16. 

Diabetes 

I 

I 

2 

17- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

6 

14 

20 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

13 

9 

22 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

I 

I 

2 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

II 

16 

27 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

6 

5 

II 

23- 

Pneumonia 

3 

I 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

25- 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

I 

I 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  En.eritis,  and  Dianhoea 

— 

I 

I 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

I 

I 

29. 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostrate 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31- 

Congenital  Malformations 

I 

— 

I 

32. 

Other  Deformed  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

6 

8 

14 

33- 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

I 

— 

I 

34- 

All  other  Accidents 

I 

— 

I 

35- 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

36- 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes  ... 

76 

80 

156  . 

Satisfactory  features  are  : — 

Very  few  deatiis  from  tuberculosis  (one  non-pulnionary)  and  other 
common  infective  diseases  (measles — one)  and  absence  of  any  maternal 
deaths, 


The  main  causes  of  death  were : — 


1.  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  groups  22-25  •••  ^5  % 

2.  Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system,  groups  17-21  ...  48.7% 

3.  Malignant  Disease,  groups  10-14  16-6% 

' The  last  two  account  for  well  over  half  the  total  deaths  which 
indicates  an  ageing  population.  With  the  small  numbers  here  dealt 
with,  yearly  variations,  apparently  wide  maybe,  have  little  significance- 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  H.  H.  Waylen,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  Cantab. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (also  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer) — G.  E. 

Williams,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S-I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — V.  C.  S.  Robey,  M.S.I.A. 

Housing  Inspector — E.  C.  Bishop. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

Devizes  and  District  Hospital. 

As  a matter  of  interest  to  your  Council  and  to  keep  in  line  with 
previous  reports,  I submit  data  below‘  relative  to  the  work  carried  on 


in  that  Institution  in  1951. 

Total  Bed  Complement  ...  ...  ...  60 

.\verage  Occupied  Beds  ...  ...  ...  42.08 

Radiological  Department — In-patients  ...  344 

Out-patients  ...  2512 

Pathological  Department — In-patients  ...  977 

Out-patients  ...  15  n 

Physiotherapy  Department — 

In-patients  treated  ...  • ...  ...  154 

Out-patients  treated  ...  ...  1927 

Treatments  given — In-patients  ...  1299 

,,  ,,  Out-patients  ...  18575 

Number  of  patients  admitted — Male  ...  493 

Female  ...  588 

Number  of  Operations  performed — Major  ...  403 

Minor  ...  513 


The  new  Radiological  Department  was  completed  and  put  to  use 
during  the  year.  A new  out-patients’  department  is  urgently  required. 

Nursing. 

There  has  been  an  improvement  in  numbers  of  nurses  and  their 
training.  The  Devizes  and  District  Hospital  and  St.  James’s  have  been 
approved  as  Component  Assistant  Nursing  Schools.  They  are  giving 
a practical  training  to  pupil  assistant  nurses  who  are  beginning  to  replace 
untrained  orderlies. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  26 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ...  ...  12 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 


Practically  all  the  measles  notifications  were  in  the  first  quarter, 
i.e.,  the  tail  end  of  the  1950  outbreak.  The  absence  of  notifications 
of  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  meningococcal  infection  is  noteworthy. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  conversion  of  the  local  Isolation  Hospital  into  a Maternity 
Centre  now  meets  a long-felt  need.  The  number  of  available  beds  is 
15  and  the  average  daily  number  in  use  was  11.34. 

It  opened  on  January  ist,  and  close  on  300  births  (297)  were 
attended  there  during  the  year.  Of  these,  90  were  from  your  District. 
At  Ivy  house,  a private  Maternity  Home,  some  20  odd  cases  were  con- 
fined from  your  District.  The  County  Council  midwives  attended 
some  60  (59)  cases  from  your  District  in  their  homes.  Roughly  two 
thirds  of  the  births  in  your  area  now  take  place  in  some  institution. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


1 Age  Group 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 10  

_ 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  — 15  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  — 25  



1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  — 35  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  — 45  

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  — 65  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Over  65  

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

7 

2 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


Pi'imaiy  Immunisations  Completed 
during  1951 

Reinforcing  Injections 
Administered 

Under  1 

1-4 

5 — 14  yrs. 

344 

73 

110 

10 

Total  Iinmuiiisecl  Cliild  Population  at  31st  December,  1951 


Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 - 9 

10  - 14 

Total  under  15 

8 

117 

115 

144 

158 

785 

848 

2175 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year;  — 

Traditional. 

Non-Traditional.  Total. 

I.  By  Local  Authority 

• 42 

42 

84 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  .. 

4 

— 

4 

46 

42 

88 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  year’s  end  : 



Traditional. 

Non-Traditional.  Total. 

I.  By  Local  Authority 

10 

26 

36 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  .. 

0 

8 

— 

8 

18 

26 

44 

Houses  authorised  by  Local  Authority, 

or  for  which  licences  have 

been  granted,  but 

not  started 

at  year’s  end;  — 

Traditional. 

Non-Traditional.  Total. 

I.  By  Local  Authority 

28 

38 

66 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  .. 

2 

— 

2 

30 


38 


68 


Sites  purchased  during  the  5’’ear : — 

1.  All  Cannings  (Chandlers  Lane),  2.548  acres. 

2.  Bishop’s  Cannings  (Chandlers  Lane),  1.958  acres. 

3.  Market  Lavington  (Market  Place,  rear  part),  0.519  acres. 
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Sites  for  which  negoliations  were  in  progress  at  year’s  end:  — 

1.  Bishop’s  Cannings  (Horton). 

2.  Bishop’s  Cannings  (Centre). 

3.  Bromham  (The  Pound). 

4.  Little  Cheverell  (Westbury  Road). 

5.  Market  Lavington  (Canada). 

6.  Patney  (Hostel  Site). 

7.  Potteme  (Ryleaze). 

8.  Rowde  (Devizes  Road). 

9.  West  Lavington  (Wheatsheaf). 

10.  West  Lavington  (Sandfield  entrance). 

Unfit  houses  demolished  during  1951 — seven. 

Unfit  houses  partially  or  wholly  closed  during  year  pending 
demolition — one. 

Houses  reconditioned  during  year — 52.  Of  these  13  received  addi- 
tional accommodation  and  the  remainder  improvements  to  sanitation, 
drainage,  etc.  ‘ 

Though  progress  has  been  madei,  new  housing  as  yet  provides 
mainly  for  those  without  a roof  of  their  own;  it  is  still  insufficient  to 
begin  rehousing  the  numerous  families  living  in  unfit  homes.  Every 
year,  old  dwellings,  failing  timely  repair,  approach  or  fall  into  the 
category  of  ‘‘  unfit.”  Two  factors  to-day  make  landlords  reluctant 
to  keep  their  old  properties  in  good  shape.  Firstly,  to  repair  old 
properties  while  rents  are  compulsorily  stabilised,  and  building  costs 
steadily  rise  is  not  an  economic  proposition.  Secondly,  the  amount  of 
money  available  for  reconditioning  is  limited  and  licences  restricted 
in  consequence. 

The  Rent  Restriction  Acts  in  another  way  hinder  the  most  efficient 
use  of  the  available  living  space  in  any  area.  Small  families,  who'  could 
afford  to  take  a new  Council  house,  often  prefer  to  continue  to  live 
cheaply  in  old  premises  with  now  redundant  rooms.  Meanwhile,  lower 
paid  workers  with  four  or  more  young  children,  who  just  cannot  afford 
to  take  a three-  or.four-bedroomed  house,  frequently  have  to  remain, 
in  overcrowded  and  unhygienic  conditions.  One  problem  facing  yoiu 
Authority  needs  tackling.  It  is  how  to  accommodate  the  ‘‘  sub- 
standard ” families,  whom  few  private  landlords  will  willingly  look  at, 
in  decent  homes  at  a rent  they  can  afford  to  pay.  At  present  the 
few  of  this  type  continue  living  in  old  slum  conditions,  or  if  moved 
into  something  a little  better,  soon  create  new  ones. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  gives  a detailed  sur\’ey  of 
these. 

Some  augmentation  of  your  limited  existing  source  of  supply  is 
urgent.  - 

Schemes  covering  your  whole  district  are  on  paper,  but  over  most 
of  it,  there  only. 
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A relatively  small  amount,  up  to  50,000  gallons  per  diem,  is  taken 
from  the  Devizes  Borough  supply  for  parts  of  Potterne,  Rowde  and 
Bromham.  Even  this  is  a contributory  factor  to  the  low  pressures 
experienced  in  the  Borough  system  at  peak  periods,  and  the  sooner  it 
can  be  discontinued  the  better. 

It  is  toi  be  hoped  that  definite  decisions  will  soon  be  reached  as  to 
what  fresh  sources  of  water  can  be  tapped  and  utilised. 

Failing  a substantial  increase  in  your  available  supplies,  any  better- 
ment of  frankly  unsatisfactory  sewerage  conditions  must  remain  a pious 
hope. 


SEWERAGE. 

There  is  no  proper  provision  for  sewage  disposal  in  your  area, 
apart  from  small  schemes  serving  groups  of  new  Council  houses;  the 
largest  at  Potterne  copes  wtith  over  50  dwellings. 

In  some  areas,  notably  at  Market  Lavington,  householders  have 
connected  up  W.C.’s,  sinks,  bathrooms,  etc.,  to  the  road  “ sewer." 
This,  though  apparently  legal,  is  most  undesirable  and  gives  rise  to 
nuisance.  Roadside  ditches  now  become  technically  " sewers,"  get 
fouled  with  sullage,  farmyard  drainage,  etc.,  then  smell  and  cause  com- 
plaint in  the  summer  months. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1951 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Reynolds  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  in  conjunction 
with  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  report  contains  some  par- 
ticulars of  my  duties  as  Water  Engineer  and  Surveyor  where  these 
have  a direct  bearing  on  public  health  matters. 


HOUSING. 

It  was  again  not  possible  to  make  a concerted  and  organised  pro- 
gramme for  the  demolition  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  defective  houses.  The  first  step 
in  this  direction  must  be  tO'  re-house  the  occupants  of  those  houses 
which  were  the  subject  of  Clearance  and  Demolition  Orders  made  in 
1938,  and  then  secure  the  demolition  of  those'  houses.  This  is  fraught 
with  difficulties,  as  many  of  the  occupiers  have  not  even  applied  for  a 
Council  House.  They  are  unable  to  afford  the  higher  rental,  and  not 
infrequently  they  are  old  people  who  do  not  want  to  leave  the  houses 
which  they  have'  occupied  for  many  years.  Where  such  cases  occur  in 
a block  of  property  w;hich  is  the  subject  of  a Clearance  Order,  they 
hold  up  the  demolition  of  the  whole  group,  as  usually  the  properties 
are  sO'  interlocked  that  the  only  practicable  method  of  demolition  is 
to  pull  down  the  entire  block  in  one  operation. 

The  making  of  further  demolition  orders  (except  possibly  in  ex- 
ceptional cases)  is  dependent  upon  the  rate  of  new  building  to  re-house 
the  persons  who  will  be  displaced.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that 
a number  of  new  houses  are  required  for  housing  families  who  now 
share  accommodation  or  are  overcrowded  or  otherwise  have  a housing 
need.  Until  the  National  policy  as  expressed  in  the  Building  Licensing 
Regulations  and  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  is  revised,  it  is  not  possible 
to  secure  -substantial  repairs  and  improvements  to  defective  property 
to  bring  it  up  to-  modem  standards.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties, 
houses  are  inspected  upon  complaint,  and  the  owners  are  requested  by 
informal  action  to-  carry  out  the  most  urgent  items  of  repair.  Detailed 
inspections  were  made  of  58  houses,  and  15  of  these  were  rendered  fit 
by  informal  action.  A Demolition  Order  was  made  on  one  house. 
Seven  houses,  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  made  in  pre-war  days, 
were  demolished.  One  “ Undertaking  ” given,  under  Section  ii  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was  complied  with.  Three  new  cases  of  over- 
crowding were  discovered. 

Twelve  houses,  having  Demolition  Orders  on  them,  had  licences 
in  force  at  the  31st  December  for  continued  occupation.  Applications 
for  renewal  were  refused  in  three  cases,  and  applications  for  two  new 
licences  were  refused. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Area  Supplied. 

Of  the  24  Parishes  in  the  District,  eight  only  are  totally  served  by 
the  Council’s  main,  and  five  partially  served. 

Parts  of  two  Parishes  are  served  from  the  Devizes  Borough  supply 
and  parts  of  three  others  by  private  mains.  The  iollowing  table  shows 
the  position  in  regard  to  the  availabilty  of  piped  water  supplies:  — 


Parish 

Number  of  Houses 
Supplied 

Population 

Siippliecl 

Direct 

Standpipe 

Direct 

Standpipe 



From  R.D.  Supply 

Rrouiliaiu  

63 

— 

221 

— 

Easterton  

•28 



98 

— 

Great  Cheverell 

10.5 

— 

368 

— 

Tattle  Cheverell 

18 

— 

63 

■ 

Market  latvingtou  ... 

304 

— 

1.064 

— 

Mai'stou  

39 

— 

137 

— 

I’otterue  

270 

3 

945 

11 

Poulshot  

62 

— 

217 

— 

Roimdway 

16  • 

— 

56 

— 

Rowde  

176 

5 

616 

18 

Seend  

243 

24 

851 

84 

AVest  Laxingtou 

08 

— 

203 

— 

AVortoii  

98 

— 

343 

— 

Total  

1,480 

32 

5,182 

113 

Council  House  Estate 
‘ Boreholes 

All  Caimings  

6 

21 

Chirtou  

6 

— 

21 

— 

Marden  

6 



21 



I'rchfont  

22 

— 

77 

— 

Total  

40 

— 

140 

— 

From  Other  Sources 

ITishop’s  Cannings  ... 

81 



284 

— 

Easterton  

8 



28 

— 

Erlestoke  

35 



123 

— 

Roimdway*  

70 



1.705 

— 

West  Jatrington 

80 

— 

280 

— 

Total  

274 

— 

2.420 

— 

Grand  Total  

1,794 

32 

7.742 

113 

♦ This  includes  Roundway  Hospital. 
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Amount  of  Water  Supplied  in  1951  from  Great  Cheverell  and  Devizes 
Borough  Sources.  Expressed  in  Gallons  per  Month. 


Great 

Cheverell. 

Nursteed. 

Fairway. 

Dunkirk. 

Brickley 

Lane. 

Jan. 

2,050,500 

7,860 

585,800 

653,200 

920 

Feb. 

2,168,600 

6,340 

489,900 

565,500 

2,650 

Mar. 

2,109,600 

7,710 

712,000 

870,000 

520 

Apr. 

2,133.500 

7,410 

862,000 

721,000 

13,460 

May 

2,268,^200 

8,020 

920,000 

705,000 

16,060 

June 

2,142,600 

9,110 

1,171,000 

731,000 

19,780 

July 

2,696,500 

11,050 

i,274,'00o 

742,000 

14,640 

Aug. 

2,546,400 

8,660 

682,000 

682,000 

15,880 

Sept. 

2,426,000 

8,300 

634,000 

705,000 

14,820 

Oct. 

2,640,100 

9,940 

782,000 

710,000 

15,840 

Nov. 

2,393,400 

6,900 

707,000 

670,000 

14,250 

Decj 

2,801,000 

7,440 

79,000 

700,000 

16,290 

28,376,400 

98,740 

9,528,700 

8,454,700 

145,110 

Supplied  from  Great  Cheverell  Borehole  ...  ...  28,376,400 

Supplied  from  Devizes  Borough  ...  ...  ...  18,227,250 

Total  supplied  during  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,603,650 


Consumption  Statistics — Great  Cheverell  System. 

1.  The  number  of  new  service  connections  made  to  the  system 
during  1951  was  102. 

2.  The  total  number  of  metered  connections  is  211. 

3.  The  total  number  of  non-metered  connections  is  1,307. 

4.  The  estimated  overall  consumption  (i.e.,  domestic  and  non- 
domestic) per  head  of  population  was  24.1  gallons  per  day. 

5.  The  quantity  of  water  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Council’s 
owir  source  continues  to  be  insufficient.  The  total  quantity  of  water 
supplied  from  all  sources  was  approximate!}"  if  million  gallons  more 
than  during  1950. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  an  adequate  supply  on 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Bromham  main  due  to  the  restriction  of 
supply  by  the  Devizes  Borough  Council  who  were  having  difficulty  in 
maintaining  pressure  in  parts  of  the  town.  The  remedy  lies  in  bringing 
into  being  the  post  war  scheme  for  the  north  west  area  (Scheme  No.  i) 
and  in  pressing  forward  the  augmentation  borehole  at  Great  Cheverell 
which  is  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housuig  and  Local 
Government. 


II 


Quality. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Council  continues  to  be* 
satisfactory  as  evidenced  by  the  results  of  samples  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  as  set  out  below: — 


Great  Cheverell  Public  Supply. 


Date. 

Before  or  After 
Chlorination. 

Result. 

9.  1. 5 1 

Before 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

9.  1. 51 

After 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

24-  4-51 

Before 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

24-  4-51 

After 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

2-  7-51 

Before 

Bacteriologically  fair. 

2-  7-51 

After 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

20. II. 51 

Before 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

20. II. 51 

After 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

POST  WAR  SCHEMES. 

Scheme  No.  1 — North  West  Area  (Bulk  Supply  from  Caine  and  Chip- 
penham R.D.C.). 

The  proposed  supply  for  this  scheme  is  from  the  Caine  and  Chip- 
penham R.D.C.  eastern  area  scheme.  Considerable  progress  has  been 
made  by  that  Authority  and  it  is  understood  that  they  hope  to  commence 
operations  in  1952  or  1953.  A unique  feature  of  this  scheme  is  the 
provision  of  a relatively  large  quantity  of  water  for  horticultural  irriga- 
tion in  the  exceptionally  fertile  market  garden  area  of  Bromham.  The 
proposal  caused  considerable  financial  and  engineering  perplexities  which 
have  not  yet  been  fully  resolved.  The  essence  of  the  problem  is  to 
supply  large  quantities  of  water  above  the  normal  requirements  for  a 
short  period  of  the  year  only,  in  the  event  of  a dry  spring  or  early 
summer,  and  to  do  so  at  a charge  which  is  an  economic  proposition 
for  the  horticulturists  and  the  Council.  It  is  the  old  bugbear  of  all 
Public  Utilities — short  period,  high  peak  demand,  in  a new  and  strange 
guise.  The  solution  lies  in  providing  rather  larger  mains,  reservoir  and 
pumping  plant  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary  and  in  requiring  the 
horticulturists  to  provide  relatively  large  storage  tanks  on  their 
holdings  and  limiting  their  demands  on  the  supply  during  peak  periods. 
The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme 
on  these  lines. 

Scheme  No.  2 — North  Eastern  Area  (Bulk  Supply  from  Devizes 
Borough  Council). 

This  scheme  has  been  considered  by  the  Ministry  who  recommended 
X that  the  reservoir  be  sited  nearer  the  source  and  that  the  rising  main  to 

the  reserc’oir  be  made  to  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  rising  and  distribution 
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main.  The  scheme  has  been  amended  accordingly.  Some  materials 
have  been  ordered  and  delivered  for  a portion  of  this  contract.  All 
materials  have  been  received  for  the  Round  way  portion  of  this  scheme. 

Scheme  No.  3 — South  Eastern  Area  (Chirton  Borehole). 

The  detailed  scheme  for  this  area  has  been  prepared  and  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  A trial  borehole  sunk  and  tested  in  1950 
proved  to  be  successful  as  to  yield  and  quality. 

Scheme  No.  4 — (The  Warren). 

The  owner  of  the  site  of  the  source  has  agreed  to  sell  the  land.  No 
progress,  other  than  this  preliminary,  has  been  made  on  this  scheme. 

Scheme  No.  5 — (Augmentations  of  Great  Cheverell  System). 

Tenders  were  invited  for  a new  borehole  to  be  sunk  near  the 
reservoir  at  Great  Cheverell.  It  is  also  intended  to  make  provision  for 
augmenting  this  source  from  Scheme  No.  4,  particularly  if  the  yield 
of  the  proposed  new  borehole  is  not  up  to  expectations. 

Erlestoke. 

This  scheme  was  approved  and  a tender  accepted,  and  operations 
are  to  commence  early  in  the  new  year.  Samples  were  taken  from  the 
collecting  chamber  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  with 
the  following  results: — 


Result. 


Date, 
g.  I. 51 
24.  4.51 
2.  7-51 

20. II. 51 


Fair 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Fair 


General  Observations  on  Water  Supply  Position. 

Progress  with  the  Council’s  post-war  schemes  has  been  -veiy-  slow. 
It  is  over  six  years  since  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  submitted 
a preliminary  outline  report  for  the  whole  district.  No*  constructional 
work  has  been  commenced  on  any  of  the  proposed  schemes.  For- 
tunately several  of  the  preliminaries,  such  as  proving  sources,  acquiring 
land,  etc.,  have  at  long  last  been  resolved,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  tempo  will  now  be  much  accelerated  and  that  at  least  some  of  the 
projected  schemes  will  be  completed  before  the  financial  grants  are 
exhausted  or  other  difficulties  outside  the  control  of  the  Council  prevent 
their  materialisation. 

Water  Schemes  for  Council  House  Estates  Not  Within  Reach  of  a 
Public  Main. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  as  to  yield  and  purity  of 
boreholes  sunk  on  Council  Housing  Estates. 
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Year 

Date 

Place. 

Sunk. 

Yield. 

Sampled. 

Result. 

.•\llcannings 

1048 

Satisfactory 

g.  1.51 

Non-fecal  pollution 

Satisfactory' 

-23-  I-5I 

Fair 

Marden 

1949 

Satisfactory 

26.  2.51 

Fair 

Chirton 

1949 

Not  in  full 
operation 

20.11.51 

Fair 

Urchfont 

1949 

Satisfactory 

2-  7-51 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

20.11.51 

Satisfactory 

Etchil- 

1951 

Not  in  full 

20.  2.51 

Chem.  satisfactory 

hampton 

operation 

24.  4.51 

Bac.  Non-fsecal  pollutn. 
Bac.  satisfactory 

Private  Wells. 

Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  at  the  following  places; — 


Date. 

Place. 

Result. 

26.  2.51 

New  End  Farm,  Urchfont 

Fair 

28.  5.51 

Allcannings  ... 

Unsatisfactory 

28.  5.51 

Manor  Farm,  Urchfont  ... 

Unsatisfactory 

2-  7-51 

Existing  source,  Erlestoke  village  supply 

Fair 

24-  7-51 

Newbury  House,  Urchfont 

Unsatisfactory 

10.12.51 

Woodlands,  Stanton  St.  Bernard 

Satisfactory 

SEWERAGE. 

The  Council  are  responsible,  for  ii.g  miles  of  piped  sewer  (in 
addition  to  the  Potterne  Scheme)  and  4.4  miles  of  sewer  ditch  spread 
over  19  parishes. 

The  parish  of  Potterne  is  the  only  one  out  of  24  which  has  a 
properly  designed  system  of  sewers  and  a sewage  disposal  works. 
Unfortunately  this  system  only  serves  a small  part  of  the  parisn. 
Fifty-three  properties  have  been  connected  to  the  new  sewer  (including 
22  Council  Houses) . Fifteen  properties  having  ig  pail  closets  have 
been  converted  into  water  closets.  Work  is  in  hand  for  connecting  five 
other  properties  and  for  converting  seven  pail  closets  to  water  closets. 
Almost  all  properties  on  the  route  of  the  sewer  have  been  or  are  about 
to  be  connected,  and  all  this  work  has  been  carried  out  by  negotiation 
and  persuasion  without  recourse  to  Statutory  Action.  Notwithstanding 
the  considerable  expense  to  owners  and  occupiers  incurred  in  drainage 
works  which  often  involved  building  extensions  or  additions,  there  is 
here  clear  proof  that  the  provision  of  a modern  sewerage  system  is 
desired  and  appreciated  by  all  concerned.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Council  will  press  for  the  completion  of  this  scheme  and  so  make 
this  obvious  boon  equally  available  to  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  the 
village. 
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Approval  was  received  for  the  Erlestoke  village  sewerage  system 
and  it  is  hoped  that  operations  will  commence  early  in  1952.  A survey 
of  all  properties  was  made  to  settle  details  in  regard  to  connection  to 
the  proposed  sewer  and  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  W.C.’s. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  parish  of  Market  Lavington 
where  the  drainage  conditions  continue  to  deteriorate  and  pressure  is 
being  brought  to  bear  for  the  connection  of  water  closets  to  the  existing 
obsolete  sewerage  system.  The  sewage  receives  no  treatment  and  it 
discharges  into  a small  stream  which  flows  through  the  grounds  of  a 
large  private  house. 

I commend  the  Council  to  press  for  approval  of  the  scheme  for 
this  village  as  a first  instalment  of  the  combined  sewerage  scheme  for 
Easterton,  Market  Lavington,  West  Lavington  and  Little  Cheverell. 

The  Council  are  also  urged  to  expedite  the  submission  of  other 
priority  sewerage  schemes. 

Seventeen  properties  in  the  parish  of  Roundway  were  connected  to 
the  Devizes  Borough  sewerage  system. 

In  addition,  plans  of  49  septic  tanks  and  drainage  systems  for  private 
houses  were  approved. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Particulars  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
are  as  follows:  — 

3 tins  pineapple  4lbs.  Tins  blown. 

I tin  grapefruit  ijlbs.  Tin  blown. 

561bs.  bovine  liver  Moulds. 

52lbs.  cooked  picnic  ham  Decomposed. 

As  a result  of  the  detailed  sur\"ey  of  food  premises  carried  out  in 
1950,  major  improvements  were  obtained  in  the  following : — 

One  new  bakehouse,  well  appointed  with  modern  equipment,  was 
erected  to  replace  an  unsatisfactory  one. 

Considerable  improvements  in  storage  space,  etc.,  were  effected 
at  another  bakehouse. 

Two  new  food  shops  were  constructed  to  replace  insanitary  and  un- 
satisfactory premises.  : 

One  grocer’s  shop  building  was  entirely  reconstructed  and  one 
preparation  room  of  a grocer’s  shop  was  reconditioned  and  washing 
and  sanitary  accommodation  provided. 

Additional  storage  space  was  provided  in  another  grocery  shop. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  eight  registered  “ Distributors  ” operating  in  the  district, 
and  only  two^  of  these  have  premises  within  the  area.  A number  of 
other  pensons  produce  and  retail  milk  in  the  area,  but  in  these  cases 
the  Council  are  only  concerned  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  after 
it  has  left  the  producer’s  premises.  Liaison,  however,  is  maintained 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  these  cases,  and  two 
premises  were  under  review  during  the  year. 
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One  supplementary  licence  to  use  the  designation  “ pasteurised 
and  one  supplementary  licence  to  sell  as  " tuberculin  tested  ” were 
issued. 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  24  registered  retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the  area.  The 
premises  are  satisfactory. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  district  continues 
to  work  smoothly.  Collection  is  confined  to  premises  that  are  reason- 
ably adjacent  to  public  highways,  and  the  householder  is  required  to 
place  the  bin  near  the  kerbside.  Some  occupiers  of  premises  in  the  more 
isolated  parts  of  the  district  feel  aggrieved  at  having  to  carry  their  bins 
down  a long  track  or  drive,  and  urge  that  as  they  do  not  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  other  services  administered  by  the  Rural  District  Council, 
they  should  be  entitled  to  the  collection  of  refuse  from  their  doorstep. 

Most  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  Heron  Bridge,  where  a modified 
system  of  controlled  tipping  is  used.  Through  the  co-operation  of  your 
Architects,  builders  operating  in  the,  district  and  the  Wilts  County 
Council  Divisional  Surveyor,  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  sufficient 
soil  cover  at  very  little  cost.  This  might  othewise  prove  to  be  an 
expensive  item.  The  provision  of  ample  soil  cover  ensures  that  this 
large  accumulation  of  refuse,  w^hich  would  otherwise  be  a very  serious 
nuisance,  gives  offence  to  no  one,  either  on  public  health  grounds  or 
those  of  amenity,  and  it  will  eventually  bring  back  derelict  and  useless 
land  to  fruitful  purposes. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  following  the  crude  tipping  of  large 
quantities  of  refuse  in  unsuitable  places,  by  Contractors  who  were 
responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  from  Service  Estab- 
lishments in  the  Council’s  area.  Arrangements  were  eventually  made 
with  the  responsible  Contractor  for  the  refuse  to  be  disposed  of,  subject 
to  certain  safeguards,  on  the  Council’s  tip  at  Seend,  where  the  tipping 
can  be  kept  under  control  and  supervision.  This  arrangement  should 
also  result  in  filling  up  and  closing  down  this  otherwise  unsatisfactory 
tip  within  the  next  two  or  three  years.  Adecjuate  compensation  is  paid 
by  the  Contractor  for  the  utilisation  of  tipping  space. 

In  response  to  the"  National  appeal  for  the  renewal  of  waste  paper 
salvage,  it  was  decided  to  collect  wfiste  paper  in  so  far  as  this  was 
feasible  without  the  engagement  of  additional  workmen  and  transport. 
Notwithstanding  the  activities  of  voluntary  organisations  and  private 
traders,  a total  of  18  tons  3 qrs.  of  baled  waste  paper  was  obtained 
and  sold  for  /214  14s.  3d. 
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Only  two  full-time  men,  with  very  occasional  help  from  a third 
man,  are  engaged  on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  the  salvage 
of  waste  paper.  The  number  of  workmen  engaged  on  this  service  is 
far  below  similar  authorities. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  were  increased  under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  in  that  farms,  hitherto  the  responsibility 
of  the  Wilts  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  became  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Council.  For  the  proper  discharge  of  these  duties  as  laid 
down  under  the  above  Act,  and  Orders  made  under  the  Act,  I must 
again  emphasise  that  the  services  of  at  least  one  full-time  Rodent 
Operator  are  essential. 

The  current  arrangement  is  that  the  Devizes  Borough  Council  and 
yourselves  share  the  services  of  a Rodent  Operator. 

The  main  treatment  was  concentrated  on  sewer  ditches  and  the 
tw;0  refuse  tips  for  which  the  Council  assumes  responsibility.  In  the 
course  of  treating  these  sewer  ditches,  which  may  be  a mile  in  length, 
many  properties  are,  in  effect,  treated.  It  was  found  that  block  con- 
trol procedure  is  effective  in  the  more  populous  part  of  the  area. 

The  results  of  treatment  carried  out  are  as  follows ; — 

33  major  and  192  minor  infestations  were  dealt  with. 

61  of  these  cases  were  notified  to  the  office. 

28  block  control  treatments  were  carried  out. 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

There  are  53  Factories  in  the  district.  Particulars  of  inspections 
and  action  taken  are  as  follows : — 

65  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Cleanliness  of  factories  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  i 

Alteration  to  sanitary  accommodation  ...  i 
New  sanitary  blocks  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lack  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  sexes  i 
New  external  fire  escape  ...  ...  i 

Structural  alteration  to  bakehouse  ...  i 

New;  bakery  to  replace  old  existing  one  ...  i 
New  builder’s  workshop  to  replace  old  • 
existing  one  ...  ...  ...  i 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Licences  are  in  force  in  respect  of  four  sites.  Individual  licences 
were  granted  in  respect  of  eight  moveable  dwellings. 


Remedied  3 


,,  I 

2 

Outstanding  i 
Completed  i 
Remedied  i 
Completed  i 
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A new  site  at  W'est  Lavington  was  granted  a temporary  licence 
under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  owing  to  its  proximity  to  a 
proposed  Council  Housing  Estate. 


COMPLAINTS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  regard  to  complaints  made 
to  your  Officers  either  verbally  or  by  correspondence. 


Type  of  Complaint.  Number. 

Housing  (excluding  Council 

Houses)  ...  ...  27 

Keeping  of  Animals  ....  5 

Drains,  sewers,  ditches  ...  53 

Disposal  of  night  soil  ...  3 

Bakehouses  and  food  shops  2 

Dirty  and  infested  houses  12 
Sanitary  accommodation  3 
Water  supply  ...  ...  8 

Refuse  disposal  ...  5 

Factories  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  9 

Not  within  the  Council’s 
, jurisdiction  ...  6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  135 


Reme-  Out-  No  action 
died.  standing,  necessary. 

18  9 — 

4 — I 

47  3 3 

3 — — 

2 — — 

12  — — 

3 — — 

7 I — 

5 — — 

2 — • — 

7 I I 
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BUILDING  LICENSING  REGULATIONS. 

23  licences  to  the  value  of  /8,365  were  issued  for  repairs,  alterations 
and  improvements  to  dwellings.  The  small  quota  granted  to  the 
Council  severely  restricts  the  improvement  and  modernisation  of  old 
property. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT  AND 
BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

156  plans  were  submitted  for  approval. 

The  explanation  of  the  complicated  procedures  in  regard  to  the 
submission  of  plans  and  applications  for  licences,  etc.,  made  heavy 
inroads  on  the  time  of  your  officers.  Small  building  firms  and  people 
who  wish  to  carry  out  improvements  on  their  own  account  are  often 
bewildered  at  the  complexity  of  the  legislation  governing  building. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  277 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Sewerage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  599 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Workshops  and  Factories  ...  ...  ...  65 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ..  ..  46 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Building  Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 


I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Officers  and  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  help  and  assistance!  they  have  so 
freely  given  me,  and  to  the  Council  for  their  continued  appreciation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  G.  E.  WILLIAMS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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